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Argumentative Essay Assignment

Complete an argumentative essay using the format on the opposite side of this page.  You should write in a similar style and level of formality to the writing seen in newspapers and magazines.  The idea of an argumentative essay is to clearly word the argument (or view) of both major sides of an issue, and once you’ve fairly and clearly done this, move on to taking one of the sides and explaining why.  Try to not be boring, and you may not use the words “prove,” “proving,” “proves” or “proved” in this essay.  Also no form of the verb “portray.”
Additional details: Your essay needs a unique title.  Make one.  A mark of zero will be awarded any argumentative essay entitled “Argumentative Essay,” “Law Essay” or anything similar.
The essay needs to give each side of the issue as much of a voice as possible.  Be fair and grant any points you can to the opposite side of the issue from your own.  You need to quote someone from each side of the issue, in a quotation which clearly shows how someone from that side of the issue might feel.  Use footnotes
 to cite the sources of your quotations.
Create an issue for consideration by using one of the following general topics:

· breathalyser/drug testing equipment being used at school dances

· If Sikh religious and cultural custom requires all males to carry a tiny, ceremonial dagger, what can be done when Sikh boys go to high school?

· Several cultures practice “female circumcision” on infant girls.  What should be done with newly immigrated families who wish to continue this practice with new children born in Canada?

· Raising the age at which one can get a driver’s license (to 18)

· Requiring Canadians to attend school until age 18.

· Abortion

· Gay marriage

· Internet piracy/Intellectual property

· Native rights

· Capital punishment

· “hiring quotas” for minorities

· Grade 10 Literacy test

· Controlled substances

· Gun laws in Canada

· Secularization of Christmas (removing entirely all Canadian traditions with any religious roots or content from our schools and businesses, or censoring them heavily)

· Movie censorship

· French language rights in Quebec

Some smart words to use: 

“notwithstanding” for “despite”;  “Clearly” for “obviously”; “granted” for “I will admit”; “nevertheless” for “anyway”; “given” or “in light of” for “keeping in mind” or “obviously”; “indicates” or “lends credence to the idea” instead of “proves”; “indicates,” “denotes” or “displays” rather than “portrays.”
Argumentative Essay Structure
Introductory Paragraph:

Needs to:

· Briefly explain the controversy
· Outline the two basic viewpoints which can be taken (unless there are three, in which case, pick a new topic, or do all three).  Do not support or argue or agree or disagree with either viewpoint in the introductory paragraph.
Essay Body

The “Side You Don’t Agree With” paragraph
Needs to:

· Explain the views of the side you do not agree with, trying for three different arguments they could use to make their points strongly.  Be fair.  Give points where you can, as if speaking as a neutral person to a neutral person.  Do not reveal that you disagree.
· Be sure to quote someone.  Make sure the quotation is a clear example of the kind of thinking you are talking about in this part.

The “Your Side” paragraph
Needs to:

· Explain the views of the side you agree with, trying for three different arguments that can be used to make your points.  Do an honest job of explaining this view in non-persuasive terms, as if by a neutral person to a neutral person.  Do not reveal that you agree.
· Be sure to quote someone.  Make sure the quotation is a clear example of the kind of thinking you are talking about in this part.

The “Which Arguments Can You Agree With?” paragraph
Needs to:

· Dispute any of the arguments of “the other side” that you can.   Clearly show what you feel is wrong with them.

· Restate what you feel are the strongest arguments for your side, agreeing with them this time and making it clear for the first time that you like them.  Do this briefly, as you’ve already stated them in the “Your Side” section.

Conclusion
Needs to:
· Present the idea that this issue is a controversial one, and lend support to that idea by showing that the issue has ended up in the newspaper, recently published books, the Internet and/or on TV recently.

· Present the idea that the issue is an important one, and that which way the decision falls is important.

· Your ending sentence should be clear, strong and final.  Sometimes quoting someone at this point would be good.
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� This is what a footnote looks like.





